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Access to Complex Rehab Products and Services is Threatened by MIPPA
The Medicare Improvements for Patients and Providers Act (MIPPA) of 2008, passed on July 15, included a 9.5% payment reduction for all products included in the competitive bidding program.  While Congress recognized the need to exempt Complex Rehab power wheelchairs and related accessories from competitive bidding under the legislation, the reduction still applies to these uniquely configured, highly complex products on January 1, 2009.  This will jeopardized beneficiary access to the full range of products and services necessary to meet the unique and individual medical needs of people with disabilities.

What does this mean to you?

If you need to use a power wheelchair that is specifically designed for you, to maintain your independence, you may not be able to receive adjustments, repairs, replacement parts and access to the full range of products available to make modifications to your current power wheelchair or provide you with a new power wheelchair and the accessories that meet your unique needs after January 1, 2009.
How will a payment reduction that affects your provider impact you?
Your provider will have to make significant changes in their business to absorb the payment reduction on your power wheelchair and all of the options, accessories and positioning components you require to use on your chair.  These changes may include a reduction or elimination of the full range of products and services you depend on.  For example:
· Power wheelchairs, that are coded the same, come in a variety of shapes, sizes and configurations that are not interchangeable.  Your certified provider will not be able to afford to purchase the full range of power wheelchairs available, which may affect your mobility and independence.
· The seat cushion, back rest, head, trunk, arm, leg and foot supports that you need to operate your power wheelchair effectively are also included in the payment reduction.  Again, your certified provider will not be able to afford to purchase the full spectrum of products available for the intimate fit you need to function.  In addition, an improper fit of these “related accessories” may lead to medical complications and increased medical expenses that could have been avoided.
· If your provider is able to offer you a full choice of power wheelchairs and related accessories they may not be able to provide the service of setting up the chairs and available options for you to try in order to determine what the best match is to meet your unique needs.
· The repair and replacement parts you need to keep your chair operational are also subject to the payment reduction.  Many of these parts are already costly; therefore providers may not be able to afford the cost of the parts or the labor necessary to fix your chair once it is out of warranty.  Medicare does not require providers to repair your power wheelchair or any of the components you use with it.
· If your provider is able to continue making adjustments, modifications and repair parts and services available they will have to streamline their operations and it is highly unlikely they will continue to come to your home.  If you need these services you will have to make a trip to your provider’s location.
Providers who are not able to make these necessary adjustments in their business model will be forced to stop providing power wheelchairs and related accessories altogether.  
The nationwide impact of these consequences will be far greater than the negative impact outlined by including this product category in the competitive bidding program, especially in rural areas that were not subject to competitive bidding in the first place.
What can you do to preserve access to these products and services you depend on?
Call your Senators and Representative at 202-224-3121, or send them an email to let them know that you appreciate the exemption of Complex Rehab power wheelchairs and related accessories from the competitive bidding program.  However, also let them know how the inclusion of a 9.5% payment reduction for these products in MIPPA threatens your ability to remain independent.  Ask them to support a parallel exemption of the payment reduction for complex rehab power wheelchairs and related accessories.
US Senate Members  http://www.senate.gov/

       US Representative Members http://www.house.gov/
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